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I am examining myself by fasting; I am gathering more
love. While I do my duty, I wish to make you aware of yours.
Nothing would be gained by your fasting with me. For fasting
too there is a time and a title. Your duty is to fulfil the threefold
programme which I have placed before you in various ways. I
am confident that you will draw many other corollaries from that
programme.

Instead of doubting the propriety of my fast or lamenting
over it, you should pray to God that it may proceed smoothly, that
I may resume my service to you through Navajivan and that my
Words may acquire a new power.

Tour servant,

MOHANDAS GANDHI

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 28-9-1924

158.   LETTER TO SARALADEVI CHOWDHARANI

DELHI,
September 24, 1924

My penance is not vicarious. It is for the possible mistake
I might have committed. . . . Why do you suppose that I have
drawn, inspiration from Christian examples? I should not be
ashamed, only this has nothing to do with it.

The Tribune, 27-9-1924

159.   STATEMENT TO THE PRESS ON
UNITT CONFERENCE*
DELHI,
September 24, 1924
It is a matter of great regret to me that I shall not be
able to attend the coming Conference. I am aware that my fast
is itself a disturbing factor. My presence will be still more so, but
though I must not be present in body my spirit will be there.
My fast has brought the Conference together. I should be
glad if it tends to induce heart-searching and makes us all frank,
fearless and truthful, if it enables us to forgo the non-essentials
i Which began its session at Delhi on September 26, 1924
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